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The FCC’s Anna Gomez (center front) met with Mississippi co-op leaders on the state’s success in building out broadband networks. 

The meeting touched on Mississippi electric co-ops’
successful push in 2019 to advance state legislation that
let them offer high-speed internet service for the  rst 
time. 

Since then, co-ops there have been hard at work
expanding broadband networks, leveraging the
co-op model to quickly and effectively serve their 
communities. 

Across the state, Mississippi co-ops have made $1.39
billion in broadband investments since 2019, installed 
more than 41,000 miles of ber and signed up more 
than 230,000 subscribers, representing 49.3% of poten-
tial customers. 

“I always am impressed with the work of electric
cooperatives,” Gomez said. 

Gomez also got an update on MS Fiber LLC’s initiative 
to build middle mile infrastructure that connects local 
networks that serve homes, businesses and other end 
users to the core internet backbone. 

Mississippi co-ops providing broadband have his-
torically relied on third-party middle mile networks, a
costlier option that gave them less control over those
systems. To address those issues, a collection of 17
co-ops launched MS Fiber, which could start accepting 
its  rst customers next year.

Gomez and co-op leaders also discussed FCC funding 
programs, internet affordability, and issues with FCC 
broadband data collection and maps.

Meeting participants included Abel and Delta Electric
Power Association CEO Harold Pittman, East Mississippi
EPA CEO Randy Carroll, Electric Cooperatives of
Mississippi CEO Michael Callahan, NE SPARC Chief 
Technology Offer Nathan Robbins, Tallahatchie Valley 
EPA CEO Brad Robison, Tishomingo County EPA CEO
Cody Durham and Tombigbee EPA CEO Scott Hendrix. 

FCC’S GOMEZ MEETS
WITH MISS. CO-OPS 
By Molly Christian

Federal Communications Commissioner Anna Gomez 
met recently with leaders from six electric cooperatives 
in Mississippi to discuss their work to expand high-speed 
internet access in the state and to learn about their top
policy priorities. 

The meeting, organized in partnership with NRECA, 
was held at the Oxford-based headquarters of North 
East Mississippi Electric Power Association. Attendees
discussed co-op efforts to bring affordable, quality 
broadband to local communities, with more than 200 
rural co-ops across the country working to bridge the
digital divide.

The FCC supports those efforts through the Universal 
Service Fund and other measures to expand broadband 
access. The fund, paid for by contributions from telecom-
munications providers, helps provide high-speed inter-
net service to rural areas and low-income consumers. 

“We are honored to welcome FCC Commissioner 
Gomez to our of ce,” said Randall Abel, CEO of NE 
SPARC, the broadband division of NEMEPA. “Mississippi
is on the forefront of investing in this technology, and 
we are proud to be part of the effort to bring reliable, 
high-speed internet to the people we serve.” 

Closing the digital divide “is a top priority for electric
cooperatives, and the FCC is an important partner 
in that effort,” NRECA CEO Jim Matheson said. “We
appreciate Commissioner Gomez’s visit and look forward 
to continuing our partnership as we work to make broad-
band access a reality in every American community.” 
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Servers
Servers are the “brains” of the data center, 
running applications and processing data 
24/7. Each rack of servers can consume 
10-30 kW, enough to power a small home or 
grain mill. A large data center may have 
thousands of server racks.

HVAC
Constant cooling is needed 
to ensure the servers 
function properly.

Backup power
On-site generators keep data 

centers running during system 
outages and can be used to 

curtail load during peaks.

Water source
Many large data centers are 

deploying evaporative 
cooling, which is more 

efficient than 
compressor-based systems.

Infrastructure
Data centers often require new 
electrical infrastructure to 
accommodate their power needs.

Companies are choosing rural 
locations for their data 
centers because of cheaper 
land, available power and 
possible tax breaks.

Why rural areas?

Data Centers
Data centers are the backbone of the internet, storing and managing everything 
from social media and cryptocurrency mining to artificial intelligence, cloud 
computing and streaming services. As these digital services expand, the size and 
number of data centers is growing rapidly, with many being sited in rural areas 
served primarily by electric cooperatives. This new load brings big opportunities 
and major challenges. 
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